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Arts

Cold beauty
Inthe heart of the Adirondacks lies Auger

Falls, a sharp, boulder-laced plunge
down the Sacandoga River. Every winter,
mist from swirling water freezes into
intricate ice formations on rocky shelves

shaped by wind and sudden variations in temperature.
For sculptor Caroline Ramersdorfer, the spindly rods

of ice— some opaque, others more translucent— have
transformed her normally rigid white marble designs
into more tubular pieces that break through the artist’s
frames.

Taking blocks of marble, the Austrian carves out “in-
ner spaces” with Euclidian lines. Until she encountered
the falls, they were inside square or rectangles that
refracted light off the searing surfaces from within.

Then “Indicators” was made, the centerpiece of her
!rst solo exhibition since moving to the Adirondacks,
“Concept alters Reality.”At the John Davis Gallery, the
2009 piece sits in contrast to most of the other 12 works
included in the mini-survey. Like a hand, “!ngers” jut
outward commanding us to stop.

Gone are the volumes of marble; what’s left is a
distilled abstraction bursting forth with energy, rather
than the cool, calculating forms she has constructed
on !ve continents. Other newer examples, like “Inner
View-Open 1” and “Open Inner View” shatter their
frames as chards of marble— like broken glass or melt-
ing ice— stick out like spikes.

Parts of boundaries formed by right angles still exist
in the 2008 renditions, but they are cracked, counter-
ing the symmetry and precision of “Trilogy,” done the
same year, which has three fully formed rectangle slabs
placed evenly on metal foundations.

The instability of the ice formations at Auger Falls
has led Ramersdorfer to rethink things. Subtle changes
in wind and temperature dissolve existing ones, while

creating new versions instantly.This changing environ-
ment has led her to see the perfection in imperfection;
their impermanence has melted away her conformity.

With nature more of a guide, the new works provide
a refreshing "uidness and unpredictability that is
more evocative than the older works that precisely !t
together like the speci!cations of a building, or a math
equation.

Other works show a different side of Ramersdorfer
and her experiences interacting with nature.The "ow
of twisting water is replicated in “Wave Echo” (2007),
an early alteration to her customary style. It’s playful and
amusing, not brooding and forceful.

One section of the exhibit is devoted to maquettes of
large-scale works, her signature, offering an
intimate look at her process using diamond
blades to cut the rock after placing patterns
on the surface. Seeking the hardest part
of marble— she gets it from a variety of
sources, includingVermont— Ramersdor-
fer shaves slices, indentions and grooves into
muscular public art.

Each of the small studies in the exhibit are presented
with wall text and photographs describing and illustrat-
ing their bigger counterparts in China andAbuDhabi.
Some of the sculptures in the exhibit are medium-scale
models completed as she expands the scale, while others,
like “Indicators,” are experimental.

Weighing nearly a half ton and rising 17 feet, the
commissioned pieces are located in prominent road-
ways and city squares in their respective countries.
For years, Ramersdorfer, 49, has led a nomadic life
of participating in sculpture residencies all over the
globe. She studied in Paris and Florence, outside of the
famous marble quarries used by Renaissance artists, and
!rst developed her style in Vienna.

After visiting the Adirondacks for several years, she
has taken up residence in an old lumber mill — in the
town ofWells in Hamilton County— converted into a
studio. “Concept alters Reality” is a hearty introduction
to a new artist living in upstate NewYork. It presents
one in the midst of change due to her new surround-
ings, while not neglecting how she arrived at the new
phase without bogging us down with too much history.

TimKane is a freelance writer from Albany and a!
frequent contributor to the Times Union.
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At a glance
“CONCEPT ALTERS REALITY”

Where:" John Davis Gallery, 362! Warren St.,
Hudson

Hours:" Thursday-Monday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
through Sept. 12

Info:" 828 5907, johndavisgallery.com

Michael Farkas: Wiyos ease up on touring
B Y M I C H A E L E C K

S P E C I A L T O T H E T I M E S U N I O N

5 QUESTIONS

After two years in Great
Barrington,Mass.,
harmonica ace Michael
Farkas is in the process
of relocating back to his

Brooklyn home base.
Farkas is a founding member of the

vaudeville-in"uenced group,TheWi-
yos, who continue to be a presence on
the regional music scene, with upcom-

ing dates, for example, at Club Helsinki
(Sept. 10) andThe Linda (Oct. 16).

Farkas says the band, which toured
with Bob Dylan andWillie Nelson in
2009, is scaling back a bit after seven
solid years of touring.They have also
recently settled back into a trio format,
with Farkas — who also sings and plays
kazoo, washboard and banjo— as the
sole remaining original member.
Q:TheWiyos are named after a notori-
ous 19th-century Irish street gang in
NewYork— why did you choose the
name?
A: I don’t know if there was a direct cor-

relation at !rst. In part the name came
frommy personal interest in the history
of lower Manhattan because my family,
while not Five Points gang members,
actually lived in the Lower East Side in
that era.

(Original guitarist) Parrish Ellis and
I met down there back in the day, and
I think I always saw bands as kind of
roving gangs of gypsy pirates. It’s kind
of clichéd, but it’s also accurate now that
I’ve been doing it for years. I guess we
grew into our name early on.
Q:What’s the state of TheWiyos these
days?
A:The reality is the band is trying to

slow down a little bit.We’ve just decided
to take it down a notch, from over 200
shows a year to something more reason-
able. Everybody’s doing what they
need to do to have a life for themselves.
After seven years on the road, we have to
try and !nd new ways to regain creative
juices, which never seem to be lacking in
this project.

I think everybody is just a little
tired from leading a life that’s been so
itinerant, and that’s the crux of it.We’re
hoping to do more regional stuff, more
Northeast tours, and going back to
markets where we do well and cutting
out some of the touring fat.
Q:TheWiyos put on a heckuva show;
are you an artist or an entertainer?
A:When I perform live, I’m an enter-
tainer.When I’m not onstage, I guess
I’m an artist. It’s a tough word to call
yourself, but I’ve come to terms with
it over the years. I can reconcile with
calling myself an artist because I’ve
been supporting myself as an artist
for 20 years, more or less.

There are intersections of course.
The artistry, for example, goes into
the entertainment. People like to be
entertained and I recognize that as a skill
I have.
Q: Is the kazoo a real instrument?

A:Oh yeah. People have a certain kind
of expectation when they see someone
with a guitar — they expect them to
be good, or soulful.With these kinds
of instruments — kazoos, washboards
and such— people don’t know what
to expect, so if you do something that’s
even a little bit musical they’re blown
away.That fact made me realize I could
be musical with anything.The kazoo is
wonderfully versatile within its parame-
ters. I’ve been building them for years in
different sizes and such, and I’ve gotten
back into them just recently, it turns out.
I wasn’t playing kazoo for awhile, but
sometimes you give something up and
you !nd your way back.
Q:Your fans might not realize it, but
silent !lms were also a strong in"uence
on you, yes?
A: It all connects for me, the early ’20s
and ’30s stuff with the silent clowning
and that kind of exaggerated acting style.
That whole era of being an entertainer
and a consummate performer and artist;
and kind of hiding the art a little bit.
That’s what I love in some of those !lms
and in the music of that era, too.

Michael Eck is a freelance writer from!
Albany and a frequent contributor to the
Times Union.

THOMAS KEARNS

MICHAEL FARKAS, left, is the lead singer of the Wiyos. The other members
of the band are Seth Travins, Teddy Weber and Parrish Ellis.

Sculptor takes her inspiration from
Adirondack river’s winter splendor

NEW AND recent
work by Caroline
Ramersdorfer is
on exhibit through
Sept. 12 at the
John Davis Gallery
in Hudson.

CAROLINE RAMERSDORFER


